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Ol Cemet' 



The 01 Cemet' or, as it is usually called now, 01 Ciki (or just 01) script of Santali is 
alphabetic; it has none of the syllabary properties of the Indie scripts. The Santali di- 
alect represented in Ol is the southern one, spoken in the Mayurbhanj district of Oris- 
sa. The chief phonological peculiarity is that this dialect has six vowels, whereas the 
dialect of Santal Parganas (described by Bodding and others) has eight or nine. Liter- 
ature from the 01 Press says nothing about how to write the additional vowels, but 
Mahapatra and Mahapatra (1979) show that this is done with the vowel characters in 
the table plus diacritic marks. Pandit Raghunath Murmu, the inventor of 01 Cemet', 
arranges the written characters in a diagram with the vowels in the first column. Vowel 
letters are named with /V, and consonant letter names have the vowel found at the be- 
ginning of their row. Thus the letters of the first row are called lo, ot, ok' , on, and ol. 
Raghunath devised and advertised his script as "easy to learn," as compared with 
Santali written in the Oriya, Bengali, Devanagari, or Roman scripts, which he called 
01 Urum 'dusty', i.e. superannuated, writing. Among the features making it easier to 
learn, the following are mentioned: 
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FIGURE 65. The pictorial origin of the letters in thee row of 01 Ceniei' (Zide 1967: 187, 1968: 251). 

(a) The script makes use of signs and symbols long familiar to the Santals, e.g. 
marks made on stones or trees to indicate 'danger' or 'meeting place'. 

(b) The letters are "scientifically" arranged, which "facilitates the children to 
learn the names of letters as there is a flow being headed by the same vowel." 

(c) The shapes of the letters are not arbitrary, but reflect the names of the letters, 
which are words, usually the names of objects or actions represented — in con- 
ventionalized form — in the pictorial shapes of the characters. 

Most of the characters can be described in terms of a small set of components and can 
be seen as contained in a more-or-less oval envelope, the letter shape tracing some 
part of this envelope (Zide 1968). 

Some examples of these features are seen in figure 65: le 'swelling'; ep 'to 
meet, collide'; ed 'to point out a place', a symbol (previously) used for 'meeting 
place'; ^/2 'to thresh grain', from a picture of two legs threshing; er 'to avoid', from a 
picture of a path that turns to avoid an obstruction or a dangerous place. 

One ingenious — "scientific" — and unique feature of 01 Cemet' that certainly in- 
creases the efficiency of writing Santali is the deglottalizing ohgt' diacritic. This neat- 
ly preserves the morphophonemic relationships between the glottalized and voiced 
equivalents: the former occurs word-finally and at certain word-internal preconsonan- 
tal junctures, the latter prevocalically, but never morpheme- inititally in these alterna- 
tions. Thus, ok' is the name of a letter that represents both [k'] and [g]. Two further 
diacritics include a horizontal loop added at the top right of the character for the as- 
piration of consonants, and a raised dot for vowel nasalization. 

When, thirty years ago, I asked knowledgeable people in Bihar and Orissa what 
they thought of the chances of a wide — if not pan-Santal — acceptance of 01 Cemet', 
almost all were skeptical. The competition of Oriya, Devanagari, etc., was too pow- 
erful. But in fact, 01 Cemet' has become more and more widely accepted. Official 
recognitions have been made. Pandit Raghunath Murmu has been honored by the 
Orissa government. More recently, various Santal organizations have tried to promote 
the script for other languages of Chota Nagpur, mostly Munda languages, but for the 
Dravidian Kudux as well — without much success. 
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